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Aunt. He ought to liave considered, that the less .of religion was to be found in his servants, the more reason he had to pray for them, and with them; that he might perhaps be the occasion of good to them, and of bringing them to the knowledge and love of religion, which would be an advantage he ought to be thankful for, and think it a blessing to his house if it happened so.
Niece. She did argue just so to him, madam: but lie returned it so strong upon her, that she ought, as far as lay in her, to remove every difficulty that lay in the way of his duty ; that it was much more forcible as to her; for he told her, that if she granted that the difficulty was a snare laid in his way by the Devil, she ought, at the same time that she told him it was his duty to resist it, to do all she could possible, or that lay in her power, to remove the occasion ; otherwise she made herself accessary to the temptation, and assistant to the Devil, in laying a snare for her husband, and much of the sin would lie at her door.
Aunt. There was a great deal in that, I confess ; and I think she ought to have yielded immediately. Pray what did she say to it ?
Niece. She insisted that the charge was false; that her woman denied it, and, as I said before, that it was a malicious design of the other servants; but in short, the business was, that she was very loath to part with her woman, who, as I said before, was a very good servant, and useful to her divers ways.
Aunt. But you said that he heard something of it himself. Surely she would believe him then.
Niece. Why she could say nothing to that indeed ; but she put it off as well as she could, with telling him she would tell her woman of it, and take care she should do so no more.